Computer-directed stereotactic biopsy of intrinsic brain stem lesions.
Despite advances in the neuro-imaging of the brain stem, an accurate diagnosis of intrinsic lesions in this region requires tissue sampling and histological verification. We have performed a series of computer-directed stereotactic procedures in 12 patients with intrinsic brain stem lesions. A positive diagnosis was obtained in 11 cases and therapeutic intervention was possible in four. There was no operative mortality. Because of the importance of an accurate diagnosis in order to avoid inappropriate therapy, together with the relative safety of the technique, computer-directed stereotactic biopsy should be considered in all patients harbouring an intrinsic brain stem mass.